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guese and with India. The present publication aspires
to nothing more comprehensive than a brief narrative or
sketch of the subject dealt with, which will, it is hoped,
help to fill up a gap in the history of an enterprising and

interesting race.

The literature on the subject of the Portuguese in con-
nection with India is very extensive. In 18SO Mr. A. C.
Burnell compiled a catalogue of works on the subject,
which was printed at Mangalore, containing the names of
some hundreds of authors, the works of many of whom have
been published in more than one language. As might
naturally have been expected, the majority of these wrote
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and before
the decadence of the Portuguese power in the East.

The causes of the decline of Portuguese influence in
India and the further East have formed the subject of
numerous essays and disquisitions, but a careful con-
sideration of the whole question, can but lead to the con-
clusions : (1 j, that their position in the East never had in
it the elements of permanent empire; and (2), that the
loss of the positions they once held was due to a combina-
tion of circumstances over which the Portuguese, as a
nation, could exercise but little control.

Dom Francisco de Almeida, the first Viceroy, contem-
plated only the establishment of factories in India, and
the maintenance of commercial relations with that coun-
try, much in the same way that the Arabs held the con-
trol of the Eastern trade when the Portuguese first found
out the sea-route to India. These views were, however,
not held by his successor, Affonso de Albuquerque, who
thought to found a great Portuguese Empire in the East,
and laid considerable stress upon the importance of erect-